Harvey A.K. Whitney lecture. The patient's pharmacist.
The concept of the patient's pharmacist, the clinical pharmacist who directs his efforts to the individual patient with prospective and concurrent drug use review, is discussed. A patient's pharmacist is familiar with the patient's medical and social history and his present health problems, and ensures that the patient's drug therapy is appropriate at all times. His knowledge base includes an understanding of the clinical use and actions of drugs, pharmacokinetics, optimum clinical response expected from drug therapy, monitoring and evaluating clinical response and communication skills for medication counseling. The patient information the pharmacist needs is discussed in detail. The pharmacist should record his patient care activities in the medical record; this record can serve as a basis for evaluating the pharmacist's activities.